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Section 4501.01

General Assembly: 122,
Bill Number: Amended Sub, S.B, 60
Effective Date; 10/21/97

As used in this chapter and Chapters 4503., 4505., 4507., 4509., 4511., 4513., 4515., and 4517. of the
Revised Code, and in the penal laws, except as otherwise provided:

(A) "Vehicles" means everything on wheels or runners, including motorized bicycles, but does not

- mean vehicles that are operated exclusively on rails or tracks or from overhead electric trolley wires
and vehicles that belong to any police department, municipal fire department, or volunteer fire
department, or that are used by such a department in the discharge of its functions.

(B) "Motor vehicle" means any vehicle, including manufactured homes and recreational vehicles,
that is propelled or drawn by power other than muscular power or power collecied from overhead
eleciric trolley wires, except motorized bicycles, road rollers, traction engines, power shovels, power
cranes, and other equipment used in construction work and not designed for or employed in general
highway transportation, well-drilling machinery, ditch-digging machinery, farm machinery, trailers
that are used to transport agricultural produce or agricultural production materials between a local
place of storage or supply and the farm when drawn or towed on a public road or highway at a speed
of twenty-five miles per hour or less, threshing machinery, hay-baling machinery, corn sheller,
hammermill and agricultural tractors, machinery used in the production of horticultural, agriculturat,
and vegetable products, and trailers that are designed and used exclusively to transport a boat
between a place of storage and a marina, or in and around a marina, when drawn or towed on a
public road or highway for a distance of no more than ten miles and at a speed of twenty-five miles
per hour or less,

(C) "Agricultural tractor" and "traction engine" mean any self-propelling vehicle that is designed or
used for drawing other vehicles or wheeled machinery, but has no provisions for carrying loads
independently of such other vehicles, and that is used principally for agricultural purposes.

(D) "Commercial tractor," except as defined in division (C) of this section, means any motor vehicle
that has motive power and either is designed or used for drawing other motor vehicles, or is designed
or used for drawing another motor vehicle while carrying a portion of the other motor vehicle or its
load, or both.

(E) "Passenger car" means any motor vehicle that is designed and used for carrying not more than
nine persons and includes any motor vehicle that is designed and used for carrying not more than
fifteen persons in a ridesharing arrangement,

(F) "Collector's vehicle" means any motor vehicle or agricultural tractor or traction engine that is of
special interest, that has a fair market value of one hundred dollars or more, whether operable or not,
and that is owned, operated, collected, preserved, restored, maintained, or used essentially as a
collector’s item, leisure pursuit, or investment, but not as the owner's principal means of
transportation. "Licensed collector’s vehicle" means a collector's vehicle, other than an agricultural
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tractor or traction engine, that displays current, valid license tags issued under section 4503.45 of the
Revised Code, or a similar type of motor vehicle that displays current, valid license tags issued under
substantially equivalent provisions in the laws of other states.

* (@) "Historical motor vehicle" means any motor vehicle that is over twenty-five years old and is

owned solely as a collector's item and for participation in club activities, exhibitions, tours, parades,
and similar uses, but that in no event is used for general transportation.

(H) "Noncommercial motor vehicle” means any motor vehicle, including a farm truck as defined in
section 4503,04 of the Revised Code, that is designed by the manufacturer to carry 4 load of no more
than one ton and is used exclusively for purposes other than engaging in business for profit.

(1) “Bus" means any motor vehicle that has motor power and is designed and used for carrying more
~ than nine passengers, except any motor vehicle that 1s designed and used for carTying not more than
fifteen passengers in a ridesharing arrangement.

(1) "Commercial car’ means any motor vehicle that has motor power and is designed and used for
carrying merchandise of freight, or that is used as a commercial tractor.

(K) "Bicycle" means every device, other than a tricycle that is designed solely for use as a play

vehicle by a child, that is propelled solely by human power upon which any person may ride, and that -
has either two tandem wheels, or one wheel in front and two wheels in the rear, any of which is more
than fourteen inches in diameter.

(L) "Motorized bicycle" means any vehicle that cither has two tandem wheels or one wheel in the
front and two wheels in the reat, that is capable of being pedaled, and that is equipped with a helper
motor of not more than fifty cubic centimeters piston displacement that produces no more than one

"brake horsepower and is capable of propelling the vehicle at a speed of no greater than twenty miles
per hour on a level surface.

M) "Trailer" means any vehicle without motive power that is designed or used for carrying property
or persons wholly on its own structure and for being drawn by a motor vehicle, and includes any such
vehicle that is formed by or operated as a combination of a semitrailer and a vehicle of the dolly type
such as that commonly known as a trailer dolly, a vehicle used to transport agricultural produce or
agricultural production materials between a local place of storage or supply and the farm when

drawn or towed on a public road or highway ata speed greater than twenty-five miles per hour, and a
vehicle that is designed and used exclusively to transport a boat between a place of storage and a
marina, or in and around a marina, when drawn or towed on a public road or highway for a distance
of more than ten miles or at a speed of more than twenty-five miles per hour. "Trailer" does not
include a manufactured home or travel trailer.

(N) "Noncommercial trailer” means any trailer, except a travel trailer or trailer that is used to
transport a boat as described in division (B) of this section, but, where applicable, includes a vehicle
that is used to fransport a boat as described in division (M) of this section, that has a gross weight of
no more than three thousand pounds, and that is used exclusively for purposes other than engaging in
business for a profit.

(O) "Manufactured home" means any nonself-propelied vehicle transportable in one or more
sections, which, in the traveling mode, is eight body feet or more in width or forty body feet or morc
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(1) "Travel trailer” means a nonself-propelled recreational vehicle that does not exceed an overall
length of thirty-five feet, exclusive of bumper and tongue or coupling, and includes a tent-type fold-
out camping trailer as defined in section 4517.01 of the Revised Code.

(3) "Truck camper” means a nonself-propelled recreational vehicle that does not have wheels for
road use and is designed to be placed upon and attached to a motor vehicle. "Truck camper” does not
include truck covers that consist of walls and a roof, but do not have floors and facilities enabling
them to be used as a dwelling,

towed by a vehicle equipped with a fifth-wheel hitch ordinarily installed in the bed of a truck,

seasonal or temporary living Quarters, and may be connected to utilities necessary for the operation
of installed features and appliances,

(R) "Pneumatic tires" means tires of rubber and fabric or tires of similar material, that are inflated
with air.

(S) "Solid tires" means tires of rubber or simjlar elastic material that are not dependent upon
confined air for support of the load.

(T) "Solid tire vehicle® means any vehicle that is equipped with two or more solid tires,
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